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Philosophy 261: Introduction to Ancient Philosophy 
 
Professor Strohl (matthew.strohl@mso.umt.edu) 
Class meetings: TR 11-12:20 
https://umontana.zoom.us/j/95640896978  
Meeting ID: 956 4089 6978 
Recordings will be made available for students who need to miss a class or two but please do not abuse 
this option. Plan on attending class regularly. I’m not going to be an authoritarian attendance enforcer, 
but don’t push it. I will hang around on zoom for a minute after class in case anyone has any quick 
questions, then I will switch to my office hours at 12:30.  
My office hours:  TR 12:30-1:30 and by appointment 
Zoom: https://umontana.zoom.us/j/91346102581   
Meeting ID: 913 4610 2581 
When you join you will be in a waiting room, I will usher you in to meet with me one at a time unless 
there is something to discuss as a group.  
Course description:  
This course will introduce you to some of the central writings of Plato and Aristotle. Topics covered in 
Plato will include Socratic definition, the examined life, the theory of recollection, the theory of forms, 
the immortality of the soul, challenges to morality, the analogy of city and soul, the tripartition of the 
soul, and the famous metaphor of the cave.  Turning to Aristotle, topics covered will include change, 
nature, hylomorphism, the four causes, soul as first actuality, the Prime Mover, happiness (eudaimonia), 
and virtue. 
Required texts: 
Plato, Five Dialogues, trans. G.M.A. Grube, second ed., Hackett Publishing 2002 
Plato, Republic, trans. G.M.A. Grube, rev. C.D.C. Reeve, Hackett Publishing 1992 
Aristotle, Selections, trans. Terence Irwin and Gail Fine, Hackett Publishing 1995 
Optional alternative: 
Plato: Complete Works, ed. John Cooper, has all the right translations of the Platonic dialogues we’ll be 
reading, so if you have it already there’s no need to buy the individual Hackett editions.  If you would 
prefer to buy the Complete Works rather than the individual editions go ahead and do so, but it’s big 
and heavy, and so won’t be as easy to bring to class.  If you plan on taking my 400 level Plato course, you 
are going to need to buy this book anyways, so you might as well get it now.   
NOTE: I cut one book I had ordered. You should return it if you bought it already: Plato, Symposium, 
trans. Alexander Nehamas and Paul Woodruff, Hackett Publishing 1989 
Note: You must use these translations. Translations of Plato’s and Aristotle’s works vary widely in quality 
and the vast majority of them are terrible.  The ones listed above are all very good.  Moreover, it is 
important that all of us be using the same translation, since different translators often translate 
important terms differently.   
Be sure to have whatever text we’re discussing ready at hand! I generally lecture by going through the 
assigned reading sequentially, reading out important passages and discussing them in detail.  You’ll want 
to have the text in front of you to follow along and mark important bits.   
Grading and exams: 
There will be two exams on Plato during the term and then a final on Aristotle. The first two will each be 
worth 30% of your grade.  The final will be worth 40%.  I will only ask about material that we have gone 
over in class.  Signs of strong effort such as regular attendance and participation may favorably impact 
your final grade.  
Academic misconduct: 
Do not plagiarize. I will almost certainly catch you if you do, and in any case you are only cheating 
yourself. Remote teaching already presents special challenges. I’m going to do my best to overcome 
these challenges and give you a solid course, but it won’t benefit you if you don’t do the work 
yourself.  
CUTTING AND PASTING FROM UNCREDITED SOURCES THAT YOU FOUND ON THE INTERNET IS 
PLAGIARISM, EVEN IF YOU CHANGE THE WORDING. ALWAYS CITE ANY SOURCES THAT WERE NOT 
ASSIGNED IN CLASS.  
You are strictly held to the University of Montana Student Conduct Code. 
Special needs: 
Students with disabilities will receive reasonable modifications in this course. Your responsibilities are to 
request them from me with sufficient advance notice, and to be prepared to provide verification of 
disability and its impact from Disability Services.  Please speak with me after class or during my office 
hours to discuss the details.  For more information, visit the Disability Services for Students website . 
Readings 
• 8/20 Introduction 
• 8/25 Euthyphro 
• 8/27 Apology 
• 9/1 Phaedo 
• 9/3 cont.  
• 9/8 cont.  
• 9/10 spillover/review 
• 9/15 FIRST EXAM DUE 
• 9/17 Rep II, beginning to 369a 
• 9/22 Rep IV 
• 9/24 cont. 
• 9/29 cont. 
• 10/1 Rep VII 
• 10/6 cont.  
• 10/8 spillover/review  
• 10/13 SECOND EXAM DUE 
• 10/15 Aristotle, Physics I 
• 10/20 cont., Physics 2 
• 10/22 cont. 
• 10/27 cont. 
• 10/29 Nicomachean Ethics I 
• 11/3 NO CLASS, election day   
• 11/5 cont. 
• 11/10 NE II 
• 11/12 NO CLASS, I have a Zoom conference.  
• 11/17 cont.  
Final: Take home, due at 12pm (noon) on Monday, November 23rd 
